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FOBEIGN AND INSULAR. 

BRAZIL. 

Report from Bio de Janeiro — Leprosy and passenger inspection. 

Eio de Janeiro, January 18, 1901. 

Sir : For enforcing the order, that I have received, to report about 
the cases of leprosy observed by myself on occasion of ships inspection 
among passengers and who were thereupon rejected, I beg to give you 
the following particulars : Under such circumstances during the last 
year I have observed 4 cases of leprosy in persons who were on the 
point of leaving for the United States on the respective steamers. 
During the previous years, in which I had the honor of performing the 
duties of a sanitary inspector, I observed no case. In the said 4 
cases the patients were in two instances Germans, and in one instance an 
Arabian, and in the other an Italian. There was the matter of 1 
German woman and of 3 men. That German had with herself her 
husband and 3 children. The Italian patient traveled with his wife ; 
the other patients were bachelors. The persons who accompanied the 
patients were intact, but they were also prevented from making the 
voyage. However, a few months after the rejection the husband of the 
German leper went to the United States. Before the departure the man 
had been subjected to a special inspection, but with negative results. 

There is no doubt about the infectious danger of leprosy, and espe- 
cially in the conditions of steerage passengers, the possibility of infection 
is still greater. If we consider that the incubation time of leprosy may 
be protracted for years, that a very long time may pass from the 
moment when a person has been infected up to the time when distinct 
symptoms are recognizable, we may understand that very often patients 
are not able to give information in regard to their infection ; they have 
forgotten where and under what conditions years ago the infection was 
realized. Therefore, the inspection and observation of lepers aboard of 
ships is one of the very important hygienic measures. 

Although there may exist already in the United States a number of 
lepers, it should be nevertheless very important in a hygienic view, to 
prevent the introduction of patients, which may lead to the formation 
of new foci of infection and spread the germs of the disease in an 
imperceptible manner. 

The regulations of the United States Marine- Hospital Service in regard 
to the inspection of passengers for the United States are perfectly suffi- 
cient for preventing the danger. But then it is necessary that the 
inspecting physicians shall have had occasion to see and study leprosy 
in its different forms and periods. That in this respect there still 
remains much to be accomplished, is proved by a fact that I have re- 
cently had occasion to observe. A leper whom I have known for a 
long time, and who contracted the disease from his wife, who died thir- 
teen years ago, and whose disease was apparent beyond a doubt only 
two and a half years ago, there being previously only slight suspicious 
symptoms, has found difficulties in making a voyage from here to Ger- 
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many on board a German steamer, but he obtained passage on board an 
Italian steamer bound from here to Genoa. Neither by the agency nor 
by the physician on board was the conveyance of the patient prevented ; 
and after the arrival no one took pains to ascertain what became of 
him, although he represents a danger for his neighborhood. 

Yesterday I had occasion, by an accident, to observe a lady suffering 
from leprosy aboard of a large French steamer. The lady came from 
Bordeaux and went to Buenos Ayres. No special precautions were 
taken on board ; the embarrassment of the patient was the only restric- 
tion of free motion aboard. 

Such unprohibited free passage of lepers does not surely correspond 
to the hygienic measures of prophylaxis. 

Bespectfully, W. Havelbubg, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Subgeon-Gevebal, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Sanitary reports from Bio de Janeiro. 

Bio de Janeibo, January 10, 1901. 

Sib : I have the honor to transmit to you the official sanitary report 
for December 16 to 31, inclusive. 

There were 585 deaths from all causes, an increase of 22 as compared 
with the foregoing period of fifteen days, being at the rate of 36.56 per 
diem, and corresponding to an annual death rate of 17.13 per 1,000, 
against 37.53 and 17.58 per 1,000 as compared with the previous fort- 
night. 

During the same period of the year 1899 there were 657 deaths, which 
correspond to 41.06 per diem and to an annual death rate of 19.50 per 
1,000. 

The number of deaths in regard to infectious and contagious diseases 
was as follows: Tuberculosis, 126 against 114; smallpox, 21 against 27; 
malarious fevers, 26 against 24; beriberi, 9 against 3; influenza, 8 against 
3; yellow fever, 4 against 0; typhoid fever, 4 against 2; dysentery, 3 
against 3 ; plague, 3 against 7 ; measles, 2 against 0, and diphtheria, 1 
against 2. 

There were 498 births— that is, an average of 31.12 per diem, corre- 
sponding to an annual birth rate of 14.57. 

The thermometer varied as follows: 31.1° maximum, 20.2° minimum, 
and 23° medium. 

As the figures show, the general state of health of the city of Bio de 
Janeiro may be considered favorable. Especially in regard to infectious 
diseases we can say, that yellow fever exists only in a very sporadic 
form. Since the medical statistical service has been organized this is 
the first time that, during the first half of December, there have occur- 
red no deaths from yellow fever. There were during the same period of 
1893, 7; 1894, 1; 1895, 51; 1896, 3; 1897, 1; 1898, 8, and 1899, 21 
deaths. 

Smallpox shows a decrease, and the hot season through which we 
have to pass will diminish or extinguish it entirely. 

Plague occurs on a very limited scale. There are only sporadic cases, 
but we must be cautious in regard to our opinion for the future. The 
cases that were previously observed and those that have recently occurred 
were in very different parts of the city, which proves that the germs exist 
everywhere. It is difficult to say whether we shall now be free from 
plague or whether it will continue. 



